CHAPTER VIII

THE  THIRD VOYAGE  IS  CON-
TINUED
S SHIP after ship forgathered with
the Admiral near Queen's Foreland,
it became clear that Frobisher's
Strait was unusually full of ice.
The Gabriel, after getting round the
back of the Foreland, fell in with
the Francis of Foy, who reported
the Thomas Allen and the Eusse of
Bridgewater, after many days with the Francis, were
now missing. The Francis herself was in a dire way.
Her stem by repeated buffets with ice was so loosened
she was leaking like a basket Five hundred strokes
of the pump in a two-hour watch were insufficient to
keep the water down. Their men were worn out and
they begged help from other ships, so that they could
run in and beach her* They reported also that it was
impossible to get up to the Countess of Warwick
Sound. Some of the crew indeed became unduly vocal
on the subject without having been invited, proclaiming
they "would as lief be hanged when they carne home,
as without hope of safety seek to pass, and so perish
among the ice."
But the Admiral, who was destined to be one of the
founders of the navy ("upon which, under God, the
safety of the Realm depends"), was not the man to
"open his ears to the peevish passion of any pirate per-
son," was concerned with carrying out what he had come
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